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TREASURER; ATTORNEY GENERAL — RESIGNATION 

279. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I begin by acknowledging the State Emergency Service workers and personnel who are out at the moment 
dealing with storm damage around the south west of the state — 
Mr J.H.D. Day: And Western Power. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: And the Western Power workers; I thank the minister. I wish them all the best for a safe 
evening tonight as further storm trouble comes through Perth and the south west. 

I refer to the resignation today of the Treasurer and Attorney General. 

(1) Can the Premier confirm that this government’s four-Treasurers-in-four-years adventure has brought 
chaos and uncertainty to the Treasury portfolio? 

(2) Which of his colleagues does the Premier respect enough to take over the Treasury portfolio and the 
Attorney General’s portfolio, and will the replacement be for the full term of this government? 

(3) What confidence can the people of Western Australia have in the integrity and credibility of the 
government when its Treasurer has resigned before his own budget bills have passed through this 
Parliament?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
I also commend the emergency workers for the work they have done and for what they will no doubt continue to 
do during the night and into tomorrow. 

(1)–(3) As referred to in the question, the member for Bateman resigned this morning from cabinet in both his 
roles as Attorney General and Treasurer. I want to place on the record what an outstanding job he has 
done as both Treasurer and Attorney General—truly outstanding. I am disappointed that the member for 
Bateman has taken the decision he has but, as I said publicly today, I respect his decision. He has 
chosen to pursue a career in federal politics, and I wish him well and I wish him every success. I thank 
him for the contribution he has made as a member of cabinet during the term of this government. He 
will continue to serve the electors of Bateman through until the election on, I think, 10 March. 

Dr K.D. Hames: It is 9 March. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The ninth, is it? Sorry, it is one day earlier! 

He will then retire from state Parliament a full six months or more before the federal election is scheduled 
around October or November next year. The Leader of the Opposition has tried to imagine all sorts of scenarios 
today. None of them commends him in any way. Up until today, this government has had only two changes to 
the ministry—this is the third—in nearly four years of government. It is a minority government and it has been a 
remarkably stable government. Compare that with the five — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, there have been only two changes in the membership of cabinet. Yes, there 
have been some changes in portfolios. 
Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, those members opposite laugh but the people of Western Australia remember 
that five ministers were forced to resign or were sacked during the Labor years. That is the reality. This has been 
a minority government that has provided good government and stable government to the people of Western 
Australia. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Amongst all of what might be claimed as achievements, the one thing we can claim is 
having restored pride to this state and to the people of Western Australia—unlike the embarrassment and shame 
that followed the Labor years. I therefore thank the member for Bateman. I wish him well. He has done great 
service to this state and he will do great service in the federal Parliament. 
 


